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INTERNATIONAL YOUTH DAY 2019 
Statement by Minister for Youth 

The SPEAKER: Minister for Energy. 
Mr P.C. TINLEY: The energetic youth minister! 
The SPEAKER: Sorry; the energetic youth minister. 
MR P.C. TINLEY (Willagee — Minister for Youth) [10.46 am]: As members would no doubt be aware, Monday 
this week was International Youth Day 2019. With a theme of transforming education, this year’s International Youth 
Day focused on the role of inclusive, accessible and relevant education. Education is critical to the life outcomes 
of young people, not only for the value it provides in its own right, but also because it acts as a powerful multiplier 
across numerous domains such as health, inclusivity, social and economic equality and wellbeing.  
It is a sad fact that, worldwide, only 10 per cent of young people in low-income countries complete upper secondary 
education and 40 per cent of the global population is taught in a language they do not fully speak or understand. 
In Australia, our First Nation people are sometimes taught in their second or even third language, and over 75 per cent 
of secondary school–age refugees are not in school. Although Western Australia boasts a world–class education 
system, there are still challenges in ensuring we are meeting the diverse needs of students and young people, 
including those with disabilities, Indigenous students, culturally and linguistically diverse students and those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds.  
International Youth Day 2019 provides an opportunity to celebrate those areas in which we are getting it right, as 
well as a chance to reflect on those areas we can improve. In February this year, the McGowan government launched 
Our Priorities. Our Priorities sets an ambitious agenda to drive positive outcomes for Western Australians. All 
six key outcome areas have direct relevance to young people in this state. To achieve these goals demands not 
only a whole-of-government response, but also a whole-of-community response, including the engagement, 
participation and harnessing of perspectives of young people themselves.  

One of my first achievements as Minister for Youth was to put the voice of young people at the centre of 
government. The Ministerial Youth Advisory Council provides a direct conduit between the voice of young people 
and the cabinet process. The McGowan government is also developing the state’s first ever comprehensive youth 
strategy to bring a coherent approach to the work of our youth sector and to provide the outcomes we expect for 
young people in Western Australia.  

As Minister for Youth, I am proud to advocate for the needs of young people in Western Australia and of young 
people globally, via days such as International Youth Day. I encourage members of this house to reflect on this 
year’s message and its application to those whom they serve in their constituencies.  
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